THE 
SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE 
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Scripture Texts of the Old and New Teſtament, re- 
lating to the Church of Chrift, 


P. M xlviii, was written, according to the 


| Publiſhers of the Proteſtant Bible, / the Or- 
naments and Privileges of the Church. V. I. 
&c. Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praiſed, in 
the City F our God, in the Mountain of his Holinejs 
{that is, in his Church. ] Beautiful for Situation, the 
Joy of the whole Earth, is Mount Zion, the Church] 
on the Sides of the North, the City of the great King. 
God is known in her Pajaces for a Refuge, &c. v. 8. 
As we have heard, fo we have ſeen in the City of the 
Lord of Haſis, in the City of our God; God will 
 eflabliſh it for ever. | | | 
Pſalm Ixxii. under the Type of Solomon and his 
Kingdom was alſo written in Truth of Chriſt and 
his Kingdom, that. is, his Church. V. 5. They 
fhall fear Thee as long as the Sun and Men endureth, 
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throughout all Generations, V. 7. In his Days that. 


is, after the Coming of Chriſt] Hall the Righteous 
flouriſh, and abundance of Peace ſo long as the Moon 
endurethb. V. 8. His Dominion ſhall be alſo from 
Sea to Sea, and from the River unto the Ends of the 
Earth. V. II. All Kings ſhall fall down before him, 
all Nations ſhall ſerve him, &c. 

Pſalm Ixxxix. relates alſo to Chriſt and his 
Church: V. iii and iv. [ have made a Covenant 
with my Choſen, I have fworn unto David my Ser- 
vant : Thy Seed [ Chriſt and his Church] will 7 eſta- 
5%. for ever, and build up thy throne to all Genera- 
tions. V. 27, &c. I will make him my firſt-born, 
higher than the Kings of the Earth. My Mercy will 
I keep for him for evermore, and my Covenant ſhall 
ſtand faſt with him. His Seed alſo will I make to 
endure for ever, and his Throne as the Days of Hea- 
ven. If his Children forſake my Law, and walk not 
in my Judgments, If they break my Statutes, and keep 


not my- Commandments, Then will I viſit their Trans- 


greſſions with the Rod, and their Iniguities with Stripes. 
Nevertheleſs, my loving Kindneſs will I not utterly take 
from him, nor ſuffer my Faithfulneſs to fail: My 


Covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is 


gone out of my Lips. Once have I fworn by my Hol:- 
neſs, that I will not lie unto David. His Seed ſhall 
endure for ever, and his Throne a: the Sun before me. 
It. ſhall. be ęſtabliſped for ever as the Moon, and as a 


faithful Witneſs in Heaven, Which glorious Pro- 


miſe is underſtood of the Church of Chriſt, the 


ſpiritual Seed of David, by Calvin himſelf, L. 4. 
Int. T 


. C. 1. Sz. 27; and indeed cannot by any 
Chriſtian be applied to the carnal Seed and Throne 
of David, which is long fince gone to ruin. 


Pſalm 
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Palm exxxii. v. 13, 14. The Lord hath choſen 
Zion, [the Church] he. hath defired it for his Habi- 
tation, This is my Reſt for ever: here will I dwell, 
for I have deſired it, 1. 

Ifaiah, Chap. ii. v. 2, &c. It ſhall come to paſs 
in the laſt Days | fo the Scripture calls the time from 
Chriſt's Coming till the End of the World] that 
the Mountain of the Lord's Houſe {the Church] fall 
be eſtabliſhed in the Top of the Mountains, and ſhall 
be exalted above the Hills, and all Nations ſhall flow 
unto it, and many People ſhall go and ſay, Come ye 
and let us go up to the Mountain of the Lord, to the 
—_— the God of Faceb ; and he will teach us of 
his Ways, and we will walk in his Paths; for out of 
Zion ſhall go forth the Law, and the Mord of the 
Lord from Feruſalem. And he ſhall judge among the 
Nations, and fhall rebuke many People and they ſhall 
beat their Swords into Plaw-ſhares, and their Spears 
into Pruning-hooks, &c. which Text is viſibly to be 
underſtood of the Kingdom or Church of Chriſt, 
in which and by which he teaches and exerciſcs 
Judgment for ever. | 

Chap. ix. v. 6, 7. Unta us a Child is born, unte 
us a Sen is given, and his Government ſhall bz upon 
his Shoulders: and his Name fhall be called Wonder- 
ful, 9 the Almighty God, the everlaſting 
Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the Increaſe of his 
Government and Peace there ſhall be n End, upon 
the Throne of David, and upon his Kingdom, to order 
and eſtabliſh it with Tuſtice and with Fudgment from 
henceforth even for ever. The Zeal of the Lard of 
Hojts will perform this. This Text informs us, 
that the ſpiritual Kingdom, that is, the Church of 
_ Chriſt, is by him—ordered and gabi worrh 

Judgment and with Juſtice for ever: And that of 
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the Increaſe of his Government and Peace therein 
there ſhall be no End. 

Chap. xxxv. v. 4, 5, &C. Behold your Gd will 
come— he will come and ſave you. Then the Eyes of 
the Blind ſhall be opened, and the Kars of the Deaf 
Hall be unſtopped. Then fhall the lame Man leap as an 
Hart, and the Tongue of the Dumb ſing, &c. V. 8. 
And a Highway ſhall be there, and it ſhall be called 
the Way f Hallig, the unclean ſhall not paſs over it, 
the svay-faring Men, though Feels, all not err therein. 
Here the Church of Chriſt is deſcribed as a High- 
way, a Way of Halineſs, a Way ſo plain, and fo 
ſecure, that the way-faring Men, though Fools, if they 
will but be guided by her hall not err therein. 

Chap. liv. The Contents of which, according 
to the Proteſtant Bible, are, The Amplitude of the 
Gentiles Church, their Safety, their Deliverance out 
of Affuetion, their fair Edification and ſure Preſer- 
vation. V. 1, &c. Sing, O barren, thou that didf 
not bear, break forth into ſinging, and cry aloud thou 
that did/t not travail with Child: For more are the 
Children of the Deſolate, than the Children of the 
married Wife, faith the Lord. Enlarge the Place of 
thy Tent, and let them ſtretch forth the Curtains of 
thine Habitations : Spare not, lengthen thy Cords, and 
ſtrengthen thine Stakes. For thou ſhalt break forth ou 
the Right-hand, and on the Left, and thy Seed ſball 
inherit the Gentiles, and make the dejelate Cities to be 
inhabited. Fear not, for thou ſhalt not be aſhamed : 
neither be thou confounded, for theu ſhalt not be put to 
ſhame : for thau ſhalt forget the Shame of thy Youth, 
and ſhalt not remember the Reproach of thy "Widaw: 
Haod any more. Lor thy Maker is thine Huſband, the 


Lord of -” 15 his Name; and thy Redeemer the 
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holy one of Iſrael, the God of the whole Earth ſhall he 
be called, &c. V. 9, 10. For as I have ſworn that 
the Waters of Neah ſhould no more go over the Earth ; 
fo have IT fuwern that I would not be wrath with thee, 
nor rebuke thee. Fer the Mountains ſhall depart, and 
the Hills be removed; but my Kindnefs ſhall not depart 
from thee, neither Hall the Covenant of my Peace be 
removed, ſaith the Lord, that hath Mercy on thee. 
V1% Ke. Aud all thy Children fhall be taught of 
the Lord, and great ſhall be the Peace of thy Children, 
In Righteouſneſs Salt thou be ejtabliſhed : Thou ſhalt be 

far from Oppreſſion, for thou ſhalt not fear; and from 
Terror, for it ſhall not come near thee, Behold, they 
ſhall ſurely gather together, but not by me : M hoſoever 
Hall gather together againſt thee, ſhall fall for thy 
Sate. V. 17. No Weapon that is formed againſt thee 
hall proper; and every Tongue that ſhall ariſe againſ/? 
thee in Fudgment, thou ſhalt condemn, Glorious Pro- 
miſes of God's perpetual Favour to his Church ; 
neither limited to any Time, nor reſtrained by an 
Condition: but confirmed by an abſolute Oath, like 
to that which God made to Mah, that there ſhould 
not be a ſecond Flood, Gen. viii and ix. 

Chap. lix. v. 19, 20, 21. They hall fear the 
Name of the Lord from the Weſt, and his Glory from 
the Riſing of the Sun: When the Enemy ſhall come in 
like a Flood, the Spirit of the Lord fhail lit up @ 
Standard againſt him. And the Redeemer ſhall come 
to Lion, and unto them that turn from Tranſgreſſion 
in Facob, ſaith the Lord. As for me, this is my Co- 
venant with them, ſaith the Lord. My Spirit that is 
upon thee, and my Merds which 1 have put in thy 
Mauth, ſhall not depart out of thy Mouth, nor out © 
the Mouth of thy Seed, nor out of the Meuth of t Fd 
Seeds Seed, faith the Lord, * henceforth, and for ever.” 
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A moſt illuſtrious Promiſe of the perpetual Preſence 


of the Spirit of God with the Church; and of 
God's ever maintaining in her Mouth the pure 
Profeſſion of the whole Doctrine of Chriſt. 

Chap. Ix. has for it's Contents, according to the 
Editors of the Proteſtant Bible, The Glory of the 
Church in the abundant Acceſs of the Gentiles, and 
the great Bleſſings after a ſhort Affiietion, V. I. A. 

riſe, ſhine, for thy Light is come, and the Glory of the 
Lerd is riſen unto thee, & c. V. 3. And the Gentiles 
Hall come to thy Light, and Kings to the Brightneſs 
F thy Rifing, &c. V. 11, 12. Thy Gates ſhall be 
epened continually, they ſhall not be font Day nor 
Night, that Men may bring to thee the Forces of the 


Gentiles, and that their Kings may be brought, For 


the Nation and Kingdom that will not ſerve Thee ſhall 


perth. V. 15, 16. I will make thee an eternal Ex- 


cellency, a Foy of many Generations. Thou fhalt alſs 
fack the Milk of the Gentiles, and ſhalt fuck the Breaſts 


af Kings. V. 18, &c. Violence ſhall no more be heard 


in thy That IWaſting nor Deſtruction within thy Bor- 
ders; but thou ſhalt call thy Walls Salvation, and thy 
Gates Praiſe. The Sun ſhall be no more thy Light by 


Day, neither for Brightneſs ſhall the Moon give Light 


unto thee. But the Lord ball be unto thee an ever- 


laſting Light, and thy God thy Glory. Thy Sun ſhall 


no more go down, neither ſhall thy Moon withdraw it- 
elf}, for the Lord ſhall be thine everlaſting Light, and 
be Days of thy Mourning ſhall be ended, &c. 

Chap. Ixii. For Zion's Sake will I not hald my Peace, 


and for Feruſalem's [the Church's] Sake I will not 


reft, untill the Righteoufneſs thereof go forth as Bright- 


neſs, and the Salvation thereof as a Lamp that burneth. 


And the Gentiles ſhall ſee thy Righteouſneſs, and all 
" Kings thy Glory, &c. V. + Thou ſhalt no more be 
8 termed 
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iermed forſaken ; neither ſhall thy Land any more be 
termed deſolate — for the Lord delighteth in thee, &c. 
V. 6. I have ſet Watchmen upon thy Malls, O Feru- 
falem, which ſhall never hold their Peace Day nor 
Night. Here God enſures to his Church a Succeſſion 
of Watchmen, that is, of "orthodox Paſtors and 
Teachers, who ſhall perpetually publiſh his Praiſes, 
and teach his heavenly Doctrine without ceaſing. 
Jeremiah, Chap. xxx1. v. 31, &c. Behold, the 
Days come, ſaith the Lord, that 1 will make a new 
Covenant with the Houſe of Iſrael, and with the Hofe 
of Fudah; not according to the Covenant that I made 
with their Pathers in the Day that I tack them by the 
Hand to bring them cut of the Land of Egypt (which 
my Covenant they broke, &c.) But this ſhall be the 
Covenant that I will make with the Houſe of Iſrael 
after thoſe Days, ſaith the Lord, I will put my Law. 
in their inward Parts, and will write it in their 
Hearts, and will be their God, and they ſball be my 
People. And they ſball teach no more every Man his 
Neighbour, and every Man his Brother, faying, know 
the Lord: for they ſhall all know me, from the ltafi 
of them to the greateſt of them, ſaith the Lord, So 
far of the Eſtabliſhment of the new Law, and of 
the Abundance of the Knowledge and Grace of 
God, with which the Children of this new Law, 
that is, the Children of the Church of Chri/t, ſhould. 
be repleniſhed, What follows 1s to enſure unto 
this Church of the new Law the perpetual Conti- 
nuance of theſe Bleſſings, in the Quality of a nu- 
merous and ever viſible Society. V. 35, 36, 37. 
Thus faith the Lord, which giveth the Sun for a 
1 Light by Day, and the Ordinances of the Mon and 
the Stars for a Light by Night : which divideth the 
Sea, when the Waters thereof rore, the Lord of 
7. 4 . geg ee. 
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Hoſts is his Name. If theſe Ordinances depart front 
before me, ſaith the Lord, then the Seed of Iſracl alſo 
[the Church] all ceaſe from being a Nation before 
me fir ever. Thus faith the Lord, if Heaven above 
can be meaſured, and the Foundations of the Earth 
ſearched out 5:neath: I will alſo caſt off all the Seed 
of Tfrazl [the Church] for all that they have done, 
jaith the Lord. 

Cop. xxxiii. v. 14, &c. Behold, the Days come, faith 
the Lord, that I will perform that good Thing which 
1 have promiſed unto the Houſe of Iſrael, and io the 
Fiouſe of Fudah, In thoſe Days and at that time 
. roril 7 cauſe the Branch of Righteouſneſs [Chriſt] 10 
grow up unte David, and he ſball execute Tudgment 
and Righteouſneſs in the Land. In theſe Days ſhall 
Judas be ſaved, and Feruſalem ſhall divell ſafely ; 
and this is the Name wherewith he ſhall be called, the 
Lord our 1 So far of the Coming of 
Chriſt ſor the Work of our Redemption : What 
follows evidently relates to the perpetual Continu- 
ance of the Church of Chriſt his ſpiritual] Seed, 
and of ker Prieſthood for ever. V. 17, &c. For 
thus ſaith the Lord, David fhall never want a Man 
10 fit upon the Throne of the Houſe of Iſrael. [This 
is accompliſhed. in Chriſt the Offspring of David, 
who reigns in his Church, the ſpiritual Houſe of 
Hfrael for ever. St. Luke i. v. 33.) Neither ſhall the 
Prieſts, the Levites want a Man before me to «fer 
Burnt-efferings, and to kindle Meat-offerings, and to 
4e Sacrifice continually, [The Prophet ſpeaks of the 
Chriſtian Prieſthood and its Functions, under the 
Noticn of thoſe Sacrifices, which were at that 
time in Uſe. Stilling feet Orig. Sacræ, L. 2. C. 6. 
P. 189.] V. 20, 21. Thus ſaith the Lord, if y 
can breas my Covenant of the Day, and my Covenant 
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of the Night, and that there ſhould not be Day and 
Night in their Seaſon : Then may alſo my Covenant be 
broketi with David my Servant, that he ſhould not 
have a Son to reign upon his Throne; and with the 
Levites the Priejls my Miniſters. As the Hot of Hea- 
ven cannot be numbered, neither the Sand of the Sea 
meaſured ; ſo will I multiply the Seed of David my 
Servant, aud the Levites that miniſter unto me. Now 


et the Jeꝛos tell,“ ſays Mr. Leſley, Chriſtianity 
Demonſtrated, 7th Edit. P. 101. in which Son 
e of David this is fulfilled, except only in our 


% Chriſt ; and how this is made good to the Prieſts 


“ and Levites otherwiſe than as //azah propheſied, 
„% Chap. Ixvi. v. 21. Aud I will alſo take of them 
“ fthe Gentiles] for Prieſis and for Levites, ſaith 


e the Lord.“ It mutt then be-viftble to all Chri- 


ſtians, that this glorious Promiſe relates to the Church 


of Chriſt ; and that all Nature ſhall ſconer turn up- 


ide down, - than the Church ſhall ceaſe to have a 
continual Saceeſhon of orthodox Paſtors. 


Ezekiel, Chap. xxXvii. v. 24, Ce. viſibly alſo 


relates to the Kingdom, that is, to the Church of 
Chriſt. David my Servant [that is, Chriſt who is 


of the Houſe of David] ſhail be King over them 


and they all ſpall have one Shepherd: They ſhall alſo 
walk in my Fudgments, and obſerve my Statutes, and 
as them. Moreover, I will make a Covenant of 
Peace with them, and it ſhall be an everlaſting Co- 
venant with them, and I will place them, and mul- 


tiply them, and will ſet my Sanctuary in the midi 7 | 


them for euer more. — So far of the Church of Chri 


Daniel, Chap. ii. interpreting the Dream of 


Nebuchadnezzar, v. 34, 35. Thou ſaweſt till that 
a Stone was cut out without Hands, which ſmote the 


Image upon his Fret —and broke them to Pieces — 
15 B 5 5 and 
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and the Stone that ſmote the Image became a great 
Mountain, and filled the whole Earth. V. 44. And 
in the Days of theſe Kings ſhall the God of Heaven ſet 
up a Kingdom | the Church or Kingdom of Chrift 
which ſhall never be deſtroyed — and it ſhall ſtand for 
ever. 
St. Matthew, Chap. xvi. v. 18. T ſay to thee, 
thou art Peter [that is, @ Rock] and upon this Rock 
1 will build my Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall 
not prevail againſt it. 

Chap. xviii. v. 17, 18. 7 's ſhall neglect to hear 
them tell it to the Church. And if he negle to hear 
the Church, let him be unto thee as an heathen Man, 
and a Publican. Veri) 1 ſay unto you, whatſoever ye | 
hall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven; and 
whatſeever ye ſhall looſe o. on E arth, ſhall be 2 in 


aven. 

Chap. xxviii. v. 18, 19, 20. All Power is given 
unte me in Heaven and Earth. Go ye therefore and 
zeach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, &c. teaching them to obſerve all Things what- 
feever I have commanded you and lo, I am with you 
always even unto the End of the World, 

St. Luke, Chap. i. v. 33. He | Chriſt] hall 
reign over the Houſe of Jacob [the Church] for ever; 
and of his Kingdom there ſhall be no End. 
Chap. x. v. 16. He that heareth you [the Paſtors 

of the Church] heareth me - Aud he that deſpiſeth 
you, . Geſpiſeth me. And he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth 
him that ſent me. 

St. John, Chap. x. v. 16. Other Sheep T have, 
which are not of this Fold; them alſo I muſt bring, 
and they ſhall hear my Free ; ; and there ey be one 
Fold, and one * 


Chap. 
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Chap. xiv. v. 16, 17. Iwill pray the Father, 
* he 000 give you another Comforter, that he may 


_ abide with you for ever; even the SPIRIT OF I RUTH. 


V. 26. The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghoſt, © 
whom the Father will ſend in my Name, he be ſhare teach 
you all things, &c. 
Chap. xvi. v. 13. When he, the Spirit of Truth, 
is come, he wilt guide you into all Truth. 

Epheſians, Chap. iv. 11, 12, &c. He gave ſome-- 
Apoſtles, &c. and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the 
perfecting of the Saints, for the Work of the Minftry,. 
for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt ; till we* all 
come in the Unity of. the Faith, and of the Knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect Man, unto the 
Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt ; that. 
we may henceforth be no more Children toſſed to and 
fro, and carried about with every Wind of Doctrine, 
by the Slight of Men, and cunning Craftineſs, where- 
by they lie in wait to Aeceive; but ſpeaking the Truth in 
Love, may grow up into N in all Things, which is 
the Head, even Chriſi, &c. 

Chap. v. ver. 23, 24, &c. The Huſband is the 
Head of the Wife, even as Chriſt is the Head of the 
Church : and he is the Saviour of the Body, There- 
fore as the Church is ſubject unte Chriſt, fo let the 
Mives be to their Huſbands in all Things. Huſbands 
love your Wives, even as Chrift alſs Fa the Church, 
and gave himſelf far it : that he might ſan#tify and 
cleanſe it with the waſhing of Water by the Mord, 

that he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious Church, 
not having Spot or II rinkle, or any fuch thing, but 
that it ſhould be holy and without Blemiſh. So cught 
Men to love their Fives as their own Bodies He 
that loveth his Wife, Ioveth himſelf. For no Man 
ever yet hated his own Fleſh; but nouriſheth it and 
cheriſhet! 


WAY 


* n 
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eberifheth it, even as the Lord the Church, For we are 


Members of his Body, of his Fleſh, and of his Bones. 
For this Cauſe ſhall a Man leave his Father and his 


Mather, and ſhall be joined unto his Wife, and they two 
Shall be one Fleſh. This is a great Myſtery, but I ſpeak . 


concerning Chri * and the Church. See Colefſ. EY 


x8. | 
1 Tim. iii. v. 14, 15. Theſe things I trite to 


thee, that thou may /t know how thou oughteft to behave 


thyſelf in the Houſe of Ged, which is the Church of 


the living God, the Pillar and Ground of the Truth. 
FECT. IM 


Catholick Propoſitions contained in the Texts of Scrip- 
ture above quoted, 


1. T HE Church is the Kingdom of Chriſt, in 


which he ever lives and reigns, St. Luke i. 


v. 33. This Kingdom Hall never be deſtroyed, but 
ſhall Rand for ever, Dan. it. v. 44. 

2. The Church is he City of the great King, Pf. 
xlviii. v. 2. Beautiful for Situation, the Foy of the 
tobole Earth, Ibidem; which God will e/tabliſh for 
ever, v. 8. and which he hath cheſen for the Place of 
bis Reft, and his Habitation for ever, Pſ. exxxii. v. 
13, 14. 

- The Church is zhe Heuſe of the living God, 1 
Tim. iii. v. 15. Seated upon a Mountain, e 
above all Mountains, Ifai. ii. v. 2. in which Gd 
zenches his Ways to all Nations, and exerciſes Judg- 
om UV. 3, 4. 

The Church is the Feld, of which Chriſt is 
Fg Shepherd, St. John x. v. 16. The Body, of 
which Chriſt is the Head, Col. i. v. 18, Eph. v. 
| 4. 
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v. 23. The Spouſe, of which he is the Bridegroom, 
Eph. v. v. 31, 32; ever ſubject to him, and faith- 
ful to him, v. 24. ever loved and cheriſbed by him, 
Y. 25, 29, and joined to him by an indiſſoluble U- 
nion, v. 31, 32; fanetified by him, v. 26, and 


made a glorious Church, without Spot, or M xintle, bo 1 


ty, and without Blemyh, V. 27. | 
5. The Church is e Pillar and Ground (or 
Arong Foundation id ade of the Truth, 1 Tim. iii. 
u. 15. | 

6. The Church is the Highway of Holineſs, in 
which even Fools, if they will but be guided by her, 
| ſhall not err, Iſai. xxxv. v. 8. 
7. The Church is by the wi/e/t of all Builders, 
even Chriſt himſelf, built upon a Rock, St. Matt. 
xvi. v. 18. Proof againſt all Inundations and Tem- 
peſts, St. Matt. vii. v. 24, 25. And the Gates 

1 9 that is, the Powers of — 

all never be able to prevail againſt it, Chap. xvi, 
Cl A. 

8. The Children of the Church ſhall continue in 
the Fear of the Lord, as long as the Sun and Moon 
endureth, throughout all Generations, Pf. Ixxii. v. 5. 
They ſhall Hauriſb in Righteouſneſs and abundance of 
Peace, fo long as the Moon endureth, v. 5 

9. Chriſt ſhall be King and Shepherd over them, 
and they /hall walk in God's Fudgments, and obſerve 
his Statutes: And he will /e his Sanctuary in the 
midſt of them for evermore, Ezekiel xxxvii. v. 24, 
26. | 

10. God has made an everlaſting Covenant of 
Peace with his Church, Ezek. xxxvii. v. 26. A. 
Covenant like that of Noah, confirmed by God's o- 
lemn Oath, and never to be altered, 1/az. liv. v. , 
10. A Covenant which the Church, on her part, 
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ſhall never break, Feremiab xxxi. v. 31, c. A- 
Covenant like that of the Day and Night, to ſtand. 


for all Generations, Ferem. xxxiii. v. 20, 21. In 


virtue of this Covenant, whatever Sins may be com- 
mitted by any of the Children of the Church, ſhe 
ſhall endure for ever as the Sun, and never hs calt 


off, Pſ. Ixxxix. v. 27, &c. God's Kindneſs ſhall. 


never. be removed from her, nor his Indignation be 
let looſe againſt her, Jai. liv. v. 9, 10. In virtue 


of this Covenant, the Spirit of God ſhall be always 


with her, and his //ords, that is, the whole Profeſ- 
fron of the pure Chriftian Faith, wh:ch he has put in 
her Mouth, ſhall never depart from her, Lai. lix. 
V. 20, 21. 

1. The Church is the Government of Chriſt, 
which he will eſtabliſh in Peace, with Fuſtice and 
with Fudgment for ever, Iſai. ix. v. 6, 7. 

12. The Paſtors of the Church have been given 
her by Chriſt to maintain her in Unity and Truth, 
Eph, +4 v. II, 12, &c, With theſe Paſtors, Chriſt 
(who is the May, the Truth, and the Life, St. Fohn 
xiv. v. 6.) has promiſed to be always even till the 
End of the World, St. Matt. xxviii. v. 20. He 
that heareth them heareth Chriſt, St. Luke x. v. 16. 
He that refuſeth to hear them, is to be looked upon 
as a Heathen and a Publican, St. Matt. xviii, v. 17. 
With them, the Holy Ghiſt, the Spirit of Truth, 
ball abide for ever, St. Jobn xiv. v. 17, to teach 
them all things, v. 26. and to guide them into all 
_ St. John xvi. v. I 3. 

God is the everlaſting Light. of the Church, 
_ ber Sun ſhall never go down, Iſaiah Ix, v. 18, 
19, Sc. 
4. God has . Watchmen on her. Walls, that 
frall never hold their Peace, Iſaiah Ixii. v. 6. 
15. I Hoſoever 


of the Cnux en. ts 


15. Wheſeever ſhall gather together againſt her, 
Hall fall for her Sake, Ifaiah Ix. v. 15. No Wea- 
pon that is formed againſt her ſhall proper, v. 17. 
And the Nation and Kingdom that will not ſerve her, 
ſpall periſh, Tm Is. 1 


SECT. III. 
Catholic Inferences out of theſe Scripture Propoſitions, 


1, THE Church, according to the Scriptures above 

quoted, is the Kingdom of Chriſt, in which 

he reigns for ever : Therefore Chriſt will never ſuffer 
his Church to be conquer'd by Satan. 

2. The Church is the City of Chriſt, the Placs 
of his Reft and Habitation for ever. Therefore he 
will never permit the Enemy to wreſt it out of his 
Hands. 

. The Church is the Houſe of God, which he 
will never give up to the Devil, Here God dwells, 
here he teaches, here he has erected his Seat of Judg- 
ment, Here then alone is the Seat of Truth. 

4. The Church is the Fold, the Body, the unſpot- 
ted Spouſe of Chriſt, No one can take his Fold from 


him, nor ſeparate his Body from him : And his Spo oe 
4.2 


ſhall never be the Proſtitute of Satan. 


The Church is the Pillar and Ground of Truth. N. 
The Pi * Ground of Truth can never uphold fre 
Error. 2 ena f ee. . (4 — 


6. "Fs Church is a Highway of Holineſs, in 
which even Fools ſhall not err. Therefore the Church 
herſelf ſhall never err. 

The Church is built upon a Rack, and the 
Gates of Hell fhall not prevail againſt her- T here- 


fore ſhe is for ever ſecure againſt all damnable Errors, 4 C 
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8. The Church ſhall fear the Lord; and fourth in 
Righteouſneſs and Peace, as long as the Sun and Moon 
endure, Therefore ſhe ſhall never go aſtray from 
the Lord, into the Paths of Superſtition and dola- 
try. £12<91-— C4 ue, e A. Chari hl 1; K 

9. She ſhall 835 in God., Judgments, * obſerve 
his Statutes: And his San#uary fhall be in the midit 
of her for evermore. Therefore ſhe ſhall never be 
corrupted by wicked Errors. AC 

10. God has made a Covenant with her, con- 
firmed by a folemn Oath, that he will never ſuffer 
his Kindneſs to depart from her. A Covenant by 


- which his holy Spzrit, the Spirit of Truth, fhall be 


ever with her; and the Words which he at firſt put in 
her Mouth ſhall be faithfully profeſs'd by her Seed 
to all Generations. Therefore the never has, nor 
ever will depart from God's Truth. 4 

11. Chriſt is the Governor of the Church, and he 
erders and eſtabliſhes her with Fuftice, and u Fudg- 


ment for ever. Therefore ſhe can never be perverted. 


by the Devil. = e Fab 
12. Chriſt has given Paſtors and Trorhers to the 
Church, to maintain 51 in Unity and {ruth, till 
we all come to him: By adhereing to theſe, we 
were to be kept from Error, and grow up into 
Chriſt. *Tis abſurd then to imagine there ever was 
a Time, in which the whole Body of theſe Paſtors 
ſhould be the very Men, that ſhould lead us aſtray 
_ Chriſt, $6256 carry us into Error. Z r 
With the Paſtors of the Church, ſucceeding 
the Apoſtles, Chriſt has folemnly promiſed to bz al- 
ways even till the end of the World. Therefore they 


| ſhall never go aſtray from him. A + 


14. He that hears the Miniſters of Chriſt, hear- 


eth Chriſt himſelf, Therefore the F aithful could 
| never 


NV 


Ke: Fa 
CB. 


Spirit of Truth, is to abide for ever, to teach them all 


and whoſoever ſhall refuſe to ſerve her, Hall periſh. 


Of the Chuck. 
never be led aſtray from Chrift, by hearing his Mi- 
niſters, the whole Body of — d Prigfts, Suc- | - 
ceſſors of the Apoſtles. 57 Leah ef 7 
15. He that neglecteth, or refuſeth to hear 1% 
Church, in her Paſtors, is to be regarded by Chriſti- Ji; * 
an Men, as a Heathen or a Publican : Therefore 


Paſtors of the Church to teach Error. 


Chriſt would never permit the whole Body of the | 
16, With the Paſtors of the Church, the A- n 


poſtles and their Succeſſors, the Holy Ghoft, 20 


Tn 2 and to guide them into all Truth, There- 
fore they ſhall never corrupt the Faith, firſt deliver-- 
ed to the Saints, either by — to it, or retrench- 
ing from it. Nee. yy Aor rs E Sei. 7 2 | 


God is the everlaſting Light of his Church, eg | 


17. 
e ſhe ſhall never fall under the Darkneſs of. 
rror ALY» 
18. Her Wien: divinely appointed, ſhall neuer 


{lip 


hold their Peace: Therefore they ſhall never betray. 


their Truſt. Leer 
19. All that ſhall oppoſe her ſhall come to nothing, 


Therefore there ſhall never be a Time in which it 
ſhall be neceſſary to oppoſe her, or to revolt from her. 
20. From all theſe Propoſitions this Concluſion 

evidently follows, that as the whole Church of 


Chriſt could never go aftray from the Faith, ſo ſhe 
could never ſtand in need of a Reformation of her. 
Faith. e, e 1 te- : (ada . 
Compare now this Scripture Doctrine concern- 
ing the Church, with the Syſtem of thoſe, who to 


juſtify thei 75 Fer, out from her Communion, pre- 


tend that t urch has failed; that fhe has been cot + 
rupted with damnable Errors ;that ſhe has made Additi- 

„ | 
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ens to 11 ſacred Depoſitum of Faith ; that ſhe. has 
brought ,in FRA and Idolatry; inſomuch that the 
BE. ian World was at once drown'd in abomi- 
nable Iavlatry, and that for eight hundred Years and 
more © That there was a neceſſity of ſeparating from 
4 the whole, Chriſtian World ; and no Union to be had 
=! - with Chri it, but by ſuch a Separation ; that a little 
| more than two hundred Years ago, there was noChurch 
upon Earth, with which a Chriſtian could have joined 
i Communion, without being liable to be led aſtray by 
dernicious Errors, &c. Compare, I ſay, witb this 
yſtem, (which was the general Cry of all the firſt 
e Reformers, and the chief Ground + Gap which they 
k  {,,-»1-c/ built their new-raiſed Communion, and is to this 
6 Day the main Foundation upon which their Fol- 
lowers venture their Souls,) the Scripture Doctrine 
of the Church contained in the Propoſitions which 
we have above tranſcribed from the expreſs Words 
of Holy Writ ; and you will find that Light and 
Darkneſs are not more oppoſite, The one repre- 
ſents to us the Church of Chriſt ever flouriſhing till 
Time itſelf ſhall end, founded upon a Rock, Proof 
againſt all the Power of Hell, ſecured againſt Error, 
by the perpetual Preſence and Aſſiſtance of Chriſt 
her Aing, Head, Shepherd, and Spouſe ; taught. 
and directed by the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of Truth; 
herſelf the Pillar and Grand of Truth; furniſhed 
with a Succeſſion of Paſtors divinely appointed, and 
divinely aſſiſted, who ſhall never be filenced; ſecured 
by a folemnOath of Cod Peace and Kindneſs for ever: 
And that his Spirit, the pure Profeſſion of his 
Words, his Light, and his Sen&uary, ſhall be with 


firſt three or four hundred Years, the whole Church 


was overrun with Superſtitions; that the Powers of 
Darkneſs. 


her for evermore. The other pretends, that after the Bu 
4 0 
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Darknetfs prevail'd over her; that ſhe was corrupted 


by Errors; drown'd in Idolatry ; forſaken by Chriſt, 


a his Holy Spirit ; that her Paſtors themſelves all 
went aſtray, all forſook God's Holy Word, incurr'd 
his Indignation, exchang'd his Light for Darkneſs,and 
his Sanctuary for the Kingdom of Antichriſt, Theſe 
two Syſtems are ſo oppoſite that they cannot both be 
true: Therefore, if one be grounded upon plain Scri- 
pture, as it viſibly is, the other, which is the main 
Foundation of all modern _— uſt needs be 


groundleſs. ee. /4 MF Cf Ire Lf en 
4s Ph 179 22 1 "duel, 
E C T. 


Catholick Theſe concerning the Church, extracted out 
of the Scriptures, by which ſhe is proved to be infal- 
lible in Matters of Faith. 


HE Church of Ghri . 2 ever; See 
Pf. xlviii. v. 8. E.. Ixxii. v. 5, 7. Pf. 
2 v. 3, 4, 29, 36, 37. Fſ. CxxXil. v. 13, 
[/aiah ix. v. 7. Chap. liv. v. 9, 10. Chap. 
= v. 20, 21. Chap. Ix. v. 15, 18, Se. Chap. 


Ixii, v. 6. Jerem. xxxi. v. 35, 36, Sc. Chap. 
XXX1P, v. 17, Sc.. .., ?⁊? ? 


Daniel ii. v. 44. St. Matt. xvi. v. 18. Chap. 
xxviii. v. 20. St. Jahn xiv. v. IO, 17. 

2. The * * Crt is clas HOLY, See 
Pj. U Taiah ix. v. 7. Chap. xxxv. 
v. 8. Chap. 1 v. 13, Oc. Jeremiah xxxi. 


v. 33. Sc. Ezeß. xxvii. v. 24, 26. Epbeſ. v. 


v. 24, 25, 26, 27. 


3. Toe Church of Chriſi is always the Seat of 
Truth, from which ſhe never departs, Iſaiah lix. 
v. 20, 
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. John xvi. v. 14. 1 Tim. iu. 
v. 14, 15. | | 
43g. Chrift and his Hoh Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, 
are with the Church for ever, even till the End of the 
FPerld, lata liv. v. 9, 10. Chap. lix. v. 20, 21. 
St. Matt. xxviii. v. 19, 20. St. John xiv, v. 
. x}. | ” 

5. The Powers of Hell can never prevail over the 
Church, Ifaiah lix. v. 19. Sz. Matt. xvi. v. 18. 

6. God's Covenant with the Church is everlaſiing, 
and confirm'd with a ſolemn Oath, Pf. xxix. v. 3, 
ee. Ifaiah liv. v. 9, 10. Chap. lix. 
20, . Jerem. xxxi. v. 31, Ec. Chap. xxxiit. 
v. 20, 21. Ezek. Xxxvil. v. 24, 26. 


er, 


De Church with which God has made this Covenant, 
and to which he has made all theſe Promiſes, is ever 
numerous, and always viſible. 


T H15 is plain from almoſt all the Texts of Serip- 

ture, which contain this Covenant, and theſe 
Promiſes; where we generally find theſe two Things 
join'd together, viz. the Amplitude or vaſt Extent of 
the Church and her Perpetuity, or perpetual Security 
under God's Protection and Covenant. Thus, for 
Inftance, P/. xlviii. at the ſame Time as the royal 
Prophet declares, that God will eftabliſh his Church 
Vor ever, v. 8. he plainly ſignifies how viſible ſhe 
ſhall always be to the whole Earth, when he calls 
her the Mountain of God's Holineſs, the Foy of the 
whole Earth. Thus, P/. Ixxii. with the Promiſe 
of her flour;hing for ever in Righteouſneſs and Peace 
fo long as the Sun and Moon endure, v. 5, 7. he 


| Joins 
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joins the Promiſe of her ſpreading the Dominions of 
ber Lord far and near throughout the whole Earth, 
v 8 and 11. Thus, 1/azah liv. the Prophet firſt 
| ſets down an illuſtrious Promiſe of the vaſt Extent 
and Viſibility of the Church; and then cenfirms, 
by God's ſolemn Oath, the perpetual Continuance 
of his Kindneſs, fer the maintaining her in this 
flouriſhing Condition. Thus again, Chap. lix. 
v. 19. he promiſes the calling of the Gentiles from 
the Eaft and from the Weſt; and then, v. 20, 21. 
_ rehearſes God's everlafting "Covenant with them. 
The like may be ſeen in //a:zah, Chap. Ix. and Ixii. 
Jeremiah, Chap. xxxi. and xxxiii. Ezekiel, Chap. 
xxx vii, c. 

Hence the Church of Chriſt in the Scriptures is 
deſcribed as a Mountain upon the Top of Mountains, 
expoſed to the View of all Nations flowing unto it, 
Iſaiab ii. v. 2, 3. Micah iv. u. 1, 2. As a great 
Mountain Jong": the whole Earth, and ſtanding for 

ever, Daniel ii. v 35> 44. As à ciy ſet on a Hill, 
which cannot be hid, St. Matt. v. u. 14. As a city 
whoſe Gates ſhall be apen continually, and ſball not be 
ſbut Day nor Night, that Men may bring thither the 
Forces of the Gentiles, and that their Kings may be 
brought, Upon the Walls of which City God has 
ſet Watchmen, Iſaiah Ixil. v. 6. which ſhall never 
bold their Peace, Day nor Night. 
To all which we may add, ½, That the Pro- 
phecies of the Old 75 >" is conſtantly deſcribe the 
Church of Chriſt. as a numerous Congregation, 
ſpread far and near through a great Part of the 
World; and never once give the leaſt Hint that ſhe 
ſhould at any Time be latent and inviſible. See 
Gen, xxii. v. 18. Pf. ii. v. 8. Ze. Xt. v. 
- 
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Haiab xliv. v. 6. Chap. liv. . „ „ Malachi 
„„ 

” | 245, That Chriſt our Lord, when he ſends us to 
U 2 his Church, St. Matt. xviii. v. 17. tell it to the 
2 72 Church, evidently ſuppoſes, that his Church ſhall 
be always vi/ible, and in ſuch a Condition that any 

3 447 ne may know her, and have Recourſe to her. 

7 3dly, "That our Lord has alſo plainly declared to 
Zh us the perpetual Viſibility of the Church in the Pa- 
| rable of the Tares and good Corn, St. Matt. xiii, 
which ſhall both grow together till the Harveſt, 
dd. 30. that is, 1 the End of the World, v. 39. 
For if the goed Seed ſhall be growing thro? the 
whole Field, that is, thro' the whole World, with 
the Tares, even till the End of the World ; there 
muſt needs be always a viſible and numerous Society 
profefling the true Faith, and ry” v7 a viſible 


Church, even till K. En of the World 
Ae af 5 5 Heer ey” 4 of A A 
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Þ The Church with which Gad has made his Covenant, 


and to which he has made his Promiſes, is always 
govern'd by lawful Paſtors ſucceeding the Apoſtles, 
To theſe Paſtors the reſt of the Faithful owe 
Obedience; and to theſe Paſtors, in particu- 
lar, Gid has promis d his Preſence and H. 


feflance for ever. 


HAT the Church of Chriſt has always within her 

Pale a Succeſſion of Paſtors deſcending from the 
Apoſtles, is plain from St. Matt. xxviii. v. 19, 20. 
Go teach all Nations, baptizing them, &c. and lo 1 
* you [teaching and baptrzing ] all * __ 

4 


o 
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till the Conſummation of the World, St. John xiv, 


v. 16, 17. I will aſs the Father, and he will give 


you another Comforter, that he may abide with you FOR 
EVER, even the Spirit of Truth, Epheſ. iv. v. 11, 
12, &c. He gave ſome Apoſtles, &c. and ſome Paſtors 
and Teachers for the perfefting of the Saints, for the 


Work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body of 


Chrift, till we all come in the Unity of the Faith, and 


F the Knowledge of the Son of God unto a perfect 
Man, &c. See Jſaiah Ixii. v. b. 27 e xiii. 


v. 20, 21... 


Preſence and Aſſiſtance of Chriſt and his Holy Spirit 
was particularly promis'd to theſe Paſtors, the Suc- 
ceſſors of the Apoſtles. And ſince the Faithful are 
ſo often commanded to hear, to obey, and to follow 


their Paſtors, tis viſible that the Security of the reſt 


of the Faithful, and the enſuring to the whole Body 
of the Church, all the glorious Promiſes made Veal 
in the Old and New Teſtament, muſt depend upon 


the Paſtors being ſecured from going aſtray. For 


theſe are the Men whom God has given to the reft 
of the Faithful, that they henceforth be no more Chil- 
aren toſs'd to and fro, and carried abaut with every 
Mind of Doctrine, &c. but ſpeaking the Truth * 
Love may grow up into him in all 57 TED which is the 
Head, even Chriſt, Eph. iv. He 


ligation of the reſt of the Faithful to hear and to 
obey them in Spiritual Matters, is evident from the 


following Texts of Holy Writ: Firſt with regard 


to the Church- Guides in the Old Teſtament, we 


read, Deut. xvii. v. 8, 9, Ke. F there ariſe a . 


Matter too hard for thee in Fudgment, being Matters 


i Controverſy within thy Gates, Then /halt thou 
ariſe 


l . . . . 3 . Jt: . 
From theſe ſame Texts it is Daus 3 the <7 
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| 
The Authority of Church Guides, and the G8. 5 — | 
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ariſe and get thee ub inte the Place which the Lord 
thy Ged bull cheeſe; and thou Halt come unto the 
Priefts, the Levites, and unto the Fudge that ſhall be 
in thoſe Days, and inquire ; and they. ſhall ſhew Thee 
the Sentence of Fudgment : And thou fhalt do according 
to the Sentence, which they of that Place, which the 
Lord ſhall chooſe, ſhall 2 thee, and thou ſhalt ob- 
ferve to de according to all that they inform thee ; de- 
cording to the Sentence of the Law which they jhall 
teach thee, and according to the Fudgment which they 
hall tell thee, thou ſhalt do; thou ſhalt not decline from 
the Sentence which they ſhall ſhew thee to the Right- 
hand nor to the Left. And the Man that will do pre- 
 Jumptuouſh ; ; and will net hearken to the Prieſt, that 
flandeth to miniſter there before the Lord thy God, or 
unto the Fudge, even that Man ſpall Die: And thou 
Halt put away the Evil from Iſrael! : And all the Peo— 
le ſhall hear, and fear, and do no mare preſumptuouſ- 
ty. Hence Hoſea iv. v. 4. is looked upon as the 
worſt of Crimes to ſtrive, or contend 4vith the 
Prigfts. Thy People are as they that flrive with the 
Prieſt. And St. Mat. xxiii. v. 2, S Not with- 
ſtanding the Synagogue was then upon its laſt Legs, 
Chriſt tells the People and his Diſciples : The Scribes 
and the Phariſees fit in Moſes ſeat : All therefore what- 
ſeever they bid you «bſerve, that obſerve and do. > 
And as to the Church Guides of the new Teſta- 
ment, tis plain from Scripture, that Chriſt our 
Lord laying the Foundations of his Church, ap- 
pointed a Set of Men for the Miniſtry of his Word 
and of his Sacraments, v:z. his Apoſtles, and their 
Succeſſors, the Paſtors of his Church. To theſe he 
gave a moſt ample Commiſſion, St. Fohn xx. v. 
21, &c. As my Father hath ſent me, even ſo I ſend 
you. Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt ; wheſe Sins ſocver you 
remit, they are remitted to them; and whoſe Sins ye 


fþ = 4. e, ue, Send t- 8 lain, 
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retain, they are retained. - To theſe he promiſed, St. 
Mat. xviii. v. 18. FWhatfoever you ſhall bind on 
Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven: Andwhatſoever you 
hall looſe on Earth, fhall be looſed in Heaven. To 
theſe he ſaid, St; Luke x. v. 16. He that heareth 
yon heareth me, and he that deſpiſeth you defþrſeth me 3 
and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him” that ſent me. 
To theſe he promiſed! the Holy Ghoſt to be their 
Guide for ever, to teach them all Things, and to guide / 
thend into all Truth. St. 3 xiv. v. 16, 17, 26. 
And Chap. xvi. v. 13. 1 
nify the Authority, by which he gave them their 
Commiſſion, and the Extent of it, he ſaid, St. 
Mat. xxviii. v. 18. 19, 20. A Power is given 
me in Heaven and Earth: Go you therefore and teach 
all Nations, (or diſciple all Nations) baptizing them, 
&c. Teaching them to obſerve all Things, whatſoever J 
have commanded you : And behold I am with you all 
Days, even till the Conſummation of the World. Theſe 
have been placed by Chriſt, and his Holy Spirit, ever 
his Fleck to feed (and rule Twueiin) the Church of 
God, which he hath purchaſed with his oh Blozd, Acts 
xx. v. 28. Theſe we are to actount of, as the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, and the Stewards of the Myfteries of 
God. 1 Cor. iv. v. 1. As Labanrers together with 
God. 1 Cor. iii. v. 9. As Embaſſadors for Chriſt. 
2 Cor. v. v. 20. Theſe we are commanded to 
hear and obey, and follow their Faith, Heb. xiii, v. 
7, 17, By Mens hearing or not hearing theſe, we 
are to try the Spirits, and to diſtinguiſh the Spirit of 
Truth from the Spirit of Error. 1 John iv. v. 6, In- 
fine, before the Tribunal of theſe, we are to denounce 
Sinners that neglect to amend upon private Admoni- 
tions; and ſuch as refuſe to hear them, are to be ac- 
| counted 


o theſe, in order to ſig | 
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counted as Heathens and Publicans. St. Matt. xvili, 
v. 17 
To all which Texts, we may add that of the 

Apoſtle, Rom. xiii. v. I, 2. That there is no 
Pawer but of God : and that he that reſiſteth Power, 
re/ifteth the Ordinance of God, and receivsth Dam- 
nation; Which, if true of the temporal Power, muſt 


needs be much more ſo of the ſpiritual Power, of 7 


Church-Guides, which -is much more > evidently of 
Divine Appointment. 


SECT. vll. 


Theſe Scripture Promiſes which God has made in fa- 
wvour of his Church are not conditional but abſolute. 


1. BEC A USE, as we have already ſeen, they are 
confirmed 'by God's Oath, which, as Dr. 
Stilling fleet obſerves (Org. Fat. Los 197. 
is a moſt certain Teſtimony of his eternal and un- 
changeable Will. See {/atah liv. v. 9, -10.. Palm 
Ixxxix. v. 3, 4, 28, Ge. 

2. Becauſe God has expreſly 3 that no 
Diſobedience on the. Church's Part ſhall ever fruſtrate 
his Promiſe. . Pf. Ixxxix. v. 29, 30, &c. 

3. Becauſe the Almighty in many of theſe Pro- 
miſes has expreſſed his unalterable Will in Terms 
ſo ftrong as will not allow of a Condition: As 
when he bas declared that all Nature ſhall ſooner be 
turned upſide-down, and the conſtant Courſe of 
Day and Night ceaſe, than he ſhall recall or repent 
himſelf. of. his Promiſe. Such is the Import of thoſe 
illuſtrious Texts quoted above out of Ferem. xxxi 
and xxxiii. 

4. Becauſe no Condition of Loyalty or Obedience 


5 ours can be implied in thoſe Promiſes, in which 
this 
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this Loyalty and Obedience is the very thing that is 
promiſed. As it is for the moſt Part in the Pro- 
miſes made to the Church. See P/. Ixxii. v. 5, 
7, II. ſaiab ix. v. 7. Chap. liv.” v. 13624 
Chap. lix. v. 20, 21. Chap. be. v. 16 on 

erem. xxxi. v. 33, &c. Exek. xxxvii. v. 24, 26. 

t. Matt. xvi. v. 18, Epheſ. v. v. 25, 26, 27, We 


SECT. VIII. 


No new Sects, of what Denomination feever, have any 
Share in theſe Scripture Promiſes made to the Church : 
And conſequently theſe Promiſes all belong to the Old 
. ana a= 5 Rr Serrer Il ga. Ane, or, . 


Lf A4 tee. geen. 

„Brcaüs tis plain from what has been ſaid 
already, that all theſe Scripture Promiſes relate 

to a Church, which was to have its Beginning from 

Chriſt; and from this Beginning to continue ever . 

viſible till the End of the World ; therefore no new- | 

raiſed Communions have any Share in theſe _ | 


miſes: They all come too late by many hundred 
Years 222 nd Regen C A tee wy —_— £ Mow. 
2, Becauſe all new des have been formed by ! 
going out of the old Communion, which originally in- ö 
herited all theſe Scripture Promiſes : And therefore . 
they can have no Claim to them, 4 444 . e 7 7 (© | 
3. Becauſe all new Sec̃ts have begun, by charging 2D 
the Church of the foregoing Ages with damnable el. 
Errors and Corruptions; and conſequently are all *Y 
built upon Principles directly oppoſite tg theſe Scrip- | i 
ture Promiſes, which aſſure us that the e ( 2 . 
all Ages ſhall be ever orthodox, L 1417 vet, eee . 
If yok Patrons of any of theſe new SeQts ſhall 4 
reply, 2 it vs 5 the true Church of Chriſt, but 


, . 2 8 OT 1 
„ ee bie. Heer 1 _ | 
| 07 AC , . Fg AL 


þ 
1 

1 
4 


28 The ScarptuRE DOCTRINE 


#he corrupt Church of Rome which they charged with 
damnable Errors; and that it was from the Raman 
Communion only that they ſeparated themſelves, and 
nat from that of the Church of Chrift : I would 
deſire to know of them, whether Chriſt had before 
their Reformation any true Church upon Earth, 
diſtin from that which they are pleaſed to call the 
es, g esteerrupt Church of Rome, and exempted from thoſe 
s OI 42gpretended Corruptions, or no If not, then it was 
the true Church of Chriſt which they charged with 
5 damnable Errors, and from which they ſeparated 
| themſelves when they went out from the Raman 
#14 Communion. But if they ſay that Chriſt had at 
that time a true Church upon Earth, diſtin from 

the Church in Communion with Rene, and exempt 

from Corruption : How came they not to join them- 

ſelves to the Communion of that Church, when they 
departed from us? Or how could they, without the 

Guilt of Schi/zm, form themſelves into a new Cam- 

| munion, and ſtand alone, as they did from the Be- 
[ | by ( ginning, divided from all Churches upon Earth, and 
T2 P75, conſequently from the true Church of Chriſt, which 

_ Eyer, or wherever ſhe was? 

| AY of them ſhall pretend, that the Church, 
uch they now profeſs themſelves Members, 


* 


. ＋ the ſame in Subſtance, as that which was in Being 
: q ——— before their Reformation; as a Man is the ſame who 
4 57 20 Was ſick Yeſterday, and. ; is well To-day; or, as a 
4 LA Garden is the fame which was full of Weeds, and 
1 l, is now cleanſed from them; and fall from hence 

bm” further infer, that their Church always had a Being 
-_ ever ſince Chriſt, tho' formerly corrupted, and now 
purged from thoſe Corruptions: This Come- off 
vil not ſerve their Turn, 1/2, Becauſe this Syſtem 
wa 4 8855 the N of Chriſt, before their Re- 
ee, 1 9 1 "IP 


Warn} 
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a MAahometan the next Day; or whatever other Chan- 
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formation, to have been corrupted with damnable 
Errors, contrary to innumerable Texts of Scrip- 
ture, which, as we have ſeen above, aſſure us that 
the Church never ſhall be thus corrupted. 

2aly, Becauſe it is not true, that their Church is 
the ſame in Subſtance with that from which they 
ſeparated themſelves : Of which there needs no other 
Proof than this, that in the Judgment of all the _ 
World, Catholicks and Proteſtants are not of the 
2 


ſame Religion, nor Members of the ſame Church; 


conſequently a Church, which is Proteftant, cannot 
in any Senſe be the ſame as a Church which was Ro- 
man Cathelick, as that is confeſſed to have been, 
from which Prete/tants ſeparated themſelves, at the 
time of their pretended Reformation. , 
34ly, Becauſe they charge the Church of their | 
Forefathers with manifold Superſtitions and Idola- 
try: How then can they affirm, that their Church | 
is the ſame in Subſtance with that whichwaeg. pee: - 
tend to have been an idolatrous Church? S $2 3 2 
4thly, Becauſe their Church went out from ours, 7 
and formed herſelf into a new raiſed Communisn ; ”: * 
therefore they cannot both be the fame Church — 
Chriſt, For the Church of Chriſt is but one Fold . 
under one Shepherd, St. John x. v. 10. Zoey Ae ral u. | 
5thly, Becauſe their Compariſons of a Man that is Yap te 
recovered from Sickneſs, or of a Garden that is clean- 
| 


ſed from Weeds, are fallacious, when applied to the- 2 | 


Caſe of their pretended Reformation : A Man is the | 
ſame Man, as long as he has the ſame Body and Soul, e | 
tho he be a Chriſtian to-day, a et to-morrow, and — | 
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ges he may go thro' ; becauſe all that is eſſential to a *227-4£} 
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| 
Man is his Soul and Body, and as long as theſe are x. | 
in Subſtance the ſame, the Man is eſſentially the ſame.; A | 
| 2. © F4 rf" | 
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So the ſame Spot of Gound is the ſame Garden, 
whether it brings forth wholeſome Herbs or poiſonous 
Feeds, But it is not fo with regard to a Church, 
which is eſſentially different, when its Faith is * 2 
rent; and thus an Orthodox Cburch, which holds 
and teaches whaleſome Doctrine agrecable to the 
Faith firſt delivered to the Saints, is eſſentially dif- 
ferent from an Heretical Church, which poiſons all 
that hear her with pernicious Errors. Becauſe the 
very Eſſence and Soul of the Church conſiſts in 
ding and teaching the true Faith, pure from here-, 
rrors and ſchiſmatical Preſumption. And 
1 in the Judgment of all Antiquity, not to 
ſay of all the World, Here and Schiſui are Crimes 
that ſeparate a Perſon from the Church of Chriſt. 
Now in Ek great Diviſion of Chriſtendom, which 
the pretended Reformation, which ſtill 
ſts —— the Old Religion and the New, 
re muſt be Herefy and Schiſm on the one Side or 


the other: Therefore both cannot be eſſentially the 
[= Church, I fay, there muſt be both Hereſy 


and Schiſimn on the one Side or the other. Hereſy on 


Wal that that Side which obſtinately maintains damnable Er- 


rors 2 — what God has revealed, which muſt be the 


F s Caſe of one of the Parties: And Sehen, becauſe Com- 


. 


munion has been broken, and Altar ſet up againſt 
Altar, which muſt needs infer the Guilt of Schiſin 
in thoſe that have ſeparated themſelves without Cauſe. 

What has here been ſaid, will alſo ſerve to con- 
fute that new Scheme of Church- Unity, by 
which ſome late Authors have pretended to take into 
the Church of Chriſt all Sects whatſoever, provided 
they believe in Chriſt, and hold ſome of the chief 
Articles of Chriftianity, however they may be other- 


wile involved in 3 n S,CONLLALY | to. Divine Re- 
44 A a 3 8 
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We and ſeparated from the orthodox Commu- 


This Syſtem, I ſay, ſands confuted by what 


has ah 5 ſaid above; becauſe Sectaries that obſtinate- 
ly maintain Errors againſt Divine Revelation are He- 


reticks ; and ſuch as wilfully break the Communion - 
of .the Church, or ſtand ſeparate from the Catholick- 


Communion, are Schiſmaticks, and conſequently 
have no Share in the Church of Chriſt 5 which, ac- 


cording to the Scriptures, is always orthodox, and 
therefore cannot be made up of unorthodox Sedts; and 


being one Feld under one Shepherd, can never be ſplit 


into many ſeparate Communions. No, the Church, 


which is the Kingdom of Chriſt, can never be di- 


vided againft itſelf. For every Kingdom divided againſt” 


itſelf is brought ta deſolation, and every City or Houſe 
divided againft 1 55 — If Hall 2 2 St. xi. 


V. 15. gen, Price au, of 


Articles of Religion, and pretend that the Church 


of Chriſt, in Virtue of the divine Promiſes recorded 
in Scripture, is indeed infallible in fundamental Arti- 
ticles (that is, in ſome principal Points of Chriſtia- 


vity) but not in others: They muſt give us Leave 


to put them in mind, 1&, That this Diſtinction has 


no Grounds for it in Scripture or Tradition; and is 
a mere Invention of their own, to elude fo many 
plain Texts of Scripture, which bear Teſtimony to 
Church and Church- Authority : For Chriſt our 
Lord, the Prophets and Apoſtles make no ſuch Di- 
Ainction ; no Exception,. or Limitation, in thoſe 
many Texts quoted in the Beginning, in Favour of 
the Church, and of God's perpetual Preſence and 
Affiſtance for the maintaining ber in all Truth, 
And the ancient Church condemn'd without Excep- 
tion 


* 


Au. 
If our Adverfaries here "ſhall have R 2 to their / e 
old Diſtinction of fundamental and non. fundamental iu 
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tion all thoſe for Hereticks, that preſumed to oppoſe 
in any Point whatſoever her doctrinal Deciſions. 
Witneſs the Caſe of the Novatians, Duartodecimans, 
Donatiſis, and many others, who never call'd in 
Queſtion any of thoſe Articles which'theſe Gentle- 
men eſteem fundamental, and yet were treated by all 
orthodox Antiquity as Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, 
who. had no Share in the Church of Chriſt. See 
the firſt Council of Nice, Can. 8. The general 
Council of Conſtantinopie, Anno 382. Can. 7. St. 
Cyprian Epiſt. 76. ad Magnum. St. Auguſtine Epiſt, 
5. (alias 48.) ad Vincentium, &c. 
eh, That they themſelves could never yet come 
. As to an Agreement what Articles are fundamental, 
5 | 4 and what not. From whence we have Right to 
| /” conclude, that as the Scripture no where gives us 
4 | 1 en ny Lift of theſe fundamental Articles; there can 
4 4 . be — ſafer for a Chriſtian Soul than to take 
| 7 them from the Authority of the Church ; left whilſt 
we pretend to reform a ſuppoſed non-fundamental 
Error in the Church, we become guilty ourſelves of 
a real Error in Fundamentals, by rejecting Church- 
Authority. Now the Church has always look'd up- 
on thoſe Articles as fundamental, which ſhe inſiſts 
upon as neceſſary Terms of her Communion ; and 
ſuch are all thoſe which have been once fully decided 
in her Tribunal. This was St. Augu/tine's Notion 
of Fundamentals, Serm. 14. de verbis Apoſt. 
3dly, That this Diſtinction can be of no Service to 
them. For if the Church before their Reformation had 
been really guilty of the Errors which they impute 
to her, ſhe would have erred in Fundamentals, For 
what can be a more fundamental Error againſt Chri- 
ſtian Faith and Morality, than that which eſtabliſhes 
Idolatry. Now, according to the common Notion 
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of thele Gentlemen, confirmed by the Homily Book, 
expreſly approved by the 39 Articles, Art. 35. the 
whole Chureh before their Reformation was over- 
whelmed with Idolatry. '& Laity and Clergy, ſays 
the Homily of Peril of Tales, Part 3. learned, 
„ and 5 all Ages, Seas and Degrees of 
Men, Women and Children of whole Chriſten- 
« dom (an horrible and moſt dreadful thing to ED; 
think) have been at once drowned in abominable-:, . 
* Idolatry, of all other Vices moſt deteſtable to - 1 
*© God, and damnable to Man, and that by the 2 | 
5 Space of eight hundred Years and more... . tOg//// , 
* the Deſtruction and Subverſion of all good Reli- Z . 
gion univerſally,” But by what Diſtinction or 7 
Evaſion they can reconcile this with the many Di- " 
vine Promiſes recorded in Seripture, I cannot tell ; 0714 
nor even how they can make it agree with what is Ce A 
taught in the ſame Homily Book, Hom. Concerning Led 2 
the coming down of the Holy Ghoſt, Part 2. in the fol- | 
lowing Words, Our Saviour Chriſt departing out | 
© of the World unto his F ather, promiſed his Diſ- | 
* ciples to ſend down another Comforter, that | 
& ſhould continue with them for ever, and direct 
© them into all Truth... . Neither muſt we think, 
<<. that this Comforter was either promiſed, or elſe 
« given only to the Apoſtles, but alſo to the uni- 
% verſal Church of Chrift diſperſed through the 
„ whole World. For unleſs the Holy Ghoſt had 
been always preſent, governing and preferving. 
ce The Church from*the Beginning, it could never 
have ſuſtained ſo many and great Brunts of Af. 
& fliction and Perſecution, with ſo little Damage 
„ and Harm as it hath. And the Words of Chriſt 
are moſt plain i in this behalf, ſaying, That the Spirit 
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* of Truth ſhould abide with them for ever, St. John 
© XiV. That he would be with them always (he 
„ meaneth by Grace, Virtue, and Power) even to 


* the World's end, St, Matt. xxxiii, 
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